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    HOLT TOWN COUNCIL      

              ANNUAL REPORT 2007/08    March 2008 
Three subjects have dominated our Council in recent years - the car park, Church Street toilets and affordable homes for young people.  At last, the Thornage Road car park has been given planning permission subject to some stipulations.  We hope these can be quickly resolved so that work can start soon on this much needed facility. We can then propose a new traffic management scheme for the town.  Many other things have been discussed during the year.  After much pressure from our Council, the District Council will be upgrading Albert Street toilets, but they seemed determined to sell the Church Street toilet site. We have now been given the chance to do a feasibility study on the site to consider it for a possible civic building. We are determined to try and save this site for the town. Holt has now been designated as a primary town in the Local Development Framework and we support the expansion as it is will bring affordable housing and a new area for industrial development. Under the guidance of Dr. Tony Leech and Sarah Price of Norfolk County Council and volunteers working on the last Saturday of each month tremendous strides have been made in transforming Spout Hills back to the beautiful place that we knew and we have now received permission to build a new bridge over the stream. Our other activities are featured in this report but I would like to thank my Vice Chairman John Allison for his support and all other councillors who have helped to make this a successful year.

Cllr Bryan Payne,  Chairman Holt Town Council

HOLT TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
KERRIDGE WAY, HOLT

Office hours Mon / Wed / Fri 

9.00 – 12.00

Tel 01263 712149

e mail holttown@tiscali.co.uk
www.holttowncouncil.org

How your Council works for you

There are 13 members on our council.  We meet on the second Monday of each month at 7.00 p.m. in the Community Centre. Dates and agendas of meetings are advertised on the council notice boards.  There is also a public participation time and an “Open House” before each meeting when you have a chance to speak to a councillor. Our meetings follow a format and the agenda includes:

· Questions from the public 

· Chairman’s report

· Reports from County and District Councillors and Police
· Items of local interest

· Planning applications

· Approval of expenditure items

ANNUAL TOWNS MEETING

Monday 31st MARCH, 2008 7.00 p.m. 

Community Centre

Theo Fanthorpe – History of Holt Hall

Great Fire of Holt celebrations!
Church Street toilet site
Active Travel Project

Questions to Councillors

Refreshments

All welcome

New Chairman for the Council

Cllr Bryan Payne was elected Chairman in May 2007.  Cllr John Allison was elected Vice Chairman.  Bryan has served on the Council for four terms, two of which were back in the 1970’s.  On his appointment he thanked the retiring Chairman Cllr Philip High for his leadership.  Philip had been Chairman since May 2001

Great Fire of Holt Commemoration Event

Thursday 1st  – Monday 5th May

It is 300 years since virtually the whole of Holt was burnt down in the “Great Fire”. The crisis created opportunity, giving us the town we know now.
What’s planned!
We have a full programme of events over the May Bank Holiday week end.

Thursday 1st May  A Flower Festival in  St Andrews Parish Church opens.  This will be  followed by the unveiling of the Commemoration Board on Shirehall Plain. The Flower Festival will run until Monday 5th May. The Festival will have a fire theme ”The Church a Blaze!” There will also be a Civic Service in the Church on Sunday, attended by the Bishop of Norwich. Church Street will be closed on the Saturday for a Street Fayre. Games, maypole dancing, a craft fayre and a hog roast are some of the activities planned – all the fun of the eighteenth century street! We will be having an historical display in the Community Centre on the Saturday and Sunday.  This will include displays of local artefacts and crafts.  Holt Adult Day Services have made a model of old Holt and this will also be on display. Holt Fire Service will have an Open Day  on the Saturday and spot old fire engines positioned around the town!
Holt Library are having fire related stories and activities and the Country Park are also organising lots of family events over the weekend 

The Holt Community Centre have a Fireman’s Ball planned on  Friday 2nd May, 2008.  For tickets  Tel 713427
Town Leaflet and postcards 
To mark the celebrations we will be printing a leaflet about our town and a commemorative postcard. 
Please take part in the celebrations over the Bank Holiday weekend, and we encourage everyone to dress in costumes on the Georgian era.

[image: image2.jpg]



Cllr Jean Corbett Jarvis dressed in costume for our Great Fire Night event in October
Annual Town Litter Pick
Tuesday 1st April at 6.00 p.m.
Everyone welcome!
Start from the Community Centre or a site near to where you live
Litter pickers and bags provided.  Please where protective shoes and gloves  Tel 712149

Income and Expenditure 07/08

Our main source of income is the precept – a very small part of the money which North Norfolk District Council charges householders as council tax.  In the year 2007 – 08 the sum was £55650.  Our other sources of income come from our cemeteries (although running costs exceed income), income from the permits issued from the Letheringsett Hill car park, and grants raised.  For 2007/08 our salaries and administration costs will account for 43%  of our expenditure. We will spend over £8000 on our street lights split between maintenance and energy costs for the 106 lights that we have.  We maintain several Open Space areas including the Memorial Garden, Cemetery, and the King George V Playing Field.  We employ a contractor to look after these sites for us and the maintenance costs for these areas during this year are likely to be in the region of £15500. We have undertaken some essential maintenance on the King George V Field in the Peacock Lane and on the Car Park. Spout Hills is managed, with support from Norfolk County Council, and we have a small income from the Countryside Stewardship which goes towards maintaining the site.  We will be publishing a leaflet about the town in March, and are pleased to have sponsorship for this from many businesses in town. 
May 2007 elections

Three of the old council retired or did not stand. Although only 9 names were put forward for the new council, we then had to find 4 people to make up the shortfall in members.  We had 13 people put their names forward for co-option.  The members of the council now stand for 4 years until the next election in May 2011, or until they resign. We were disappointed not to have an election as we then became ineligible for Quality Status.  But we continue to strive for high standards and achievements for our community, making our town a better place to 

live and work.

Our present  town councillors are:

Cllr John Allison 51 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6EX (Vice-Chairman) Tel 01263 713388
Cllr John Blyth 4 Kelling Close, Holt, NR25.6RU  Tel 01263 712530
Cllr Jean Corbett-Jarvis, 20 Valley Lane, Holt, NR25 6SF Tel 01263 713509
Cllr Jacquie Cunliffe, 31 Charles Road, Holt, NR25 6DA Tel 01263 712895
Cllr Howard Heathfield, 5 Kelling Close, Holt, NR25 6RU Tel 01263 711531
Cllr Philip High, 17 Thompson Avenue, Holt, NR25 6DA Tel01263 712509
Cllr High is also our District Councillor

Cllr Colin Hipperson, 7 Kings Road, Holt, NR25 6DB Tel 01263 712399

Cllr M Jolliffe, 24 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6DX Tel 01263 713226

Cllr Ray Moore, 9 Williams Way, Holt, NR25 6PB  Tel 01263 713804
Cllr Bryan Payne. Prospect House, 28 New Street, Holt, NR25 6JH  (Chairman)
Tel 01263 712167 
Cllr Barrie Roberts, 12 Arnott Road, Holt,NR25 6EP Tel 01263 713631
Cllr Liz Traynier, 45 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6EX Tel 01263 713102

Cllr Andy Turner, 32a Station Road, Holt, NR25 6BS Tel 01263 712905

Town Council meetings 

 second Monday in the Month

at 7.00 p.m.

 Public are warmly invited and there is an opportunity for public participation

Church Street Toilet Site
North Norfolk District Council seem quite determined to sell the site. We were told this by the leader of NNDC, Simon Partridge, when he attended a recent town council meeting.  There has been many letters written against the sale of the site by NNDC and its development for housing. We would very much like to undertake a feasibility study on the site to see if there is potential for  community use. To undertake a study we will be consulting community members, organisations and specialists.  Our Annual Towns Meeting will include an opportunity for discussion on this.  We welcome your views, and your responses to our survey to be circulated on this matter.
FRIENDS GROUP LAUNCHED
Friends of the Open Green Spaces (FrOGS) was launched last Spring and has since explored local sites of interest as well as taking part in the working parties which meet on Spouts Common on the last Saturday of each month.  A busy programme has been arranged for 2008, so if you would like to become a FrOG please contact the Town Clerk. The benefits of membership are a regular newsletter, invitations to come along to lectures given by specialists in their field and to enjoy social events.
MURAL BOARDS PROJECT (PHASE 11)
We were delighted to secure funding from local and national organisations to fund phase 11 of the project.  This is the underpass which runs from the By pass roundabout to the School.  14 boards were painted by local artists and groups and have now been erected in the underpass by Norfolk County Council.  Thanks to our artists and funding bodies – Conservation Foundation; Structure-flex UK, NNDC Active Communities Team and Byfords. Below is one of the boards painted by local artist Hayley Carter. We were very pleased to receive a commendation award from NNDC for Phase 1 of the project.
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.  

For further information please contact Di Dann, Town Clerk at the Community Centre, Kerridge Way, Holt, NR25 6DN Tel 01263 712129

E mail holttown@tiscali.co.uk www.holttowncouncil.org
Town Council office is open:  
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9.00 until midday[image: image4.jpg]



