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ANNUAL REPORT 06/07   March 2007

We have had a busy year with parking and traffic issues taking up much of our time as well as the Local Development Framework.  The latter will determine planning in the area for the next 15 years. The mural boards project in the Hempstead Road underpass was completed, and the success of this excellent community project has encouraged us to work towards a similar project in the second underpass.  Early in the year we helped set up the Holt Area Partnership, which is now running from its base at the Police Station with funding up to March 2008. We have also set up a Spout Hills Committee, from which has developed regular site working parties and the start of a Friends Group.  We have worked with the Holt Country Park and were successful with Lottery funding to build a new Education Room at the Park.  Thanks to all our staff and my fellow councillors, who work admirably as a team. May 2007 sees local elections, and possibly a few changes around the table in our Council Chamber. We look to the future of our town.

                                                                                  Philip High, Chairman

HOLT TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES,

COMMUNITY CENTRE KERRIDGE WAY, HOLT

Office hours Mon / Wed / Fri 

9.00 – 12.00

Tel 01263 712149

How your Council works for you

Holt Town Council has 13 elected members representing Holt.  Members meet on the second Monday of each month and meetings start at 7.00 p.m.  They are held in the Community Centre. Dates and agendas of meetings are advertised on the town council notice boards.  Parishioners are welcome to attend all meetings and there is an opportunity during public participation time to ask questions about any matters concerning the parish.  There is also an “Open House” before each meeting when you have a chance to speak to a councillor about any matter. Our meetings follow a format and the agenda includes:

· Report from the local police officer

· Questions from the public 
· Chairman’s report

· Reports from County and District Councillors

· Items of local interest

· Planning applications

· Approval of expenditure items

ANNUAL TOWNS MEETING

Monday 30th APRIL, 2007 7.00 p.m. 

Community Centre

Presentation by 
Keith Entwistle

History of Holt

Questions to Councillors

Refreshments

All welcome

Income and Expenditure 06/07
Our main source of income is the precept – a very small part of the money which North Norfolk District Council charges householders as council tax.  In the year 2006 – 07 the sum was £54,000.  Our other sources of income come from our cemeteries (although running costs exceed income), income from the permits issued from the Letheringsett Hill car park, and grants raised.  For 2006/07 our salaries and administration costs will account for nearly 45%  of our expenditure. We will spend almost £7000 on our street lights split between maintenance and energy costs for the 106 lights that we have.  We maintain several Open Space areas including the Memorial Garden, Cemetery, and the King George V Playing Field.  We employ a contractor to look after these sites for us and the maintenance costs for these areas during this year are likely to be in the region of £14,000.  Spout Hills is managed with support from Norfolk County Council and we have a small income from the Countryside Stewardship which goes towards maintaining the site.  We have been successful in obtaining a £6000 grant from the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty for maintenance work in Little Hills and for the setting up of the Friends Group. Our successful funding application for the setting up of the Holt Area Partnership was for £29000 in this present year and £24000 in the year 07/08.
Our present  town councillors are:
Cllr John Allison Tel. 01263 713388 51 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6EX

Cllr John Blyth Tel. 01263 712530

4 Kelling Close, Holt, NR25 6RU

Cllr Dick Copas Tel. 01263 713099

49 Grove Lane, Holt, NR25 6ED

(Vice-Chairman)

Cllr Jean Corbett-Jarvis Tel 01263 713509, 20 Valley Lane, Holt, NR25 6SF

Cllr Ian Doughty Tel 01362 714404

Weaver Cottage, School Road, Brisley, Dereham, NR20 5LH

Cllr Howard Heathfield Tel 01263 711531, 5 Kelling Close, Holt, NR25 6RU

Cllr Philip High, 17 Thompson Avenue, Holt, NR25 6DA

Cllr Colin Hipperson, 7 Kings Road, Holt, NR25 6DB Tel 01263 712399

Cllr Christine Owen, 15 Swann Grove, Holt, NR25 6DP Tel 01263 712766

Cllr Bryan Payne. Prospect House, 28 New Street, Holt, NR25 6JH

Tel 01263 712167

Cllr Ron Stone, 58 Coronation Road, Holt, NR25 6BU Tel 01263 711003 (also North Norfolk District Councillor)

Cllr Liz Traynier, 45 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6EX Tel 01263 713102

Cllr Andy Turner, 32a Station Road, Holt, NR25 6BS Tel 01263 712905

ELECTION DAY 3rd May 2007

Interested in hearing about how the town council works, even standing for election – then come along to an open evening at the Community Centre on Monday 19th March. Nomination forms are available from the Town Clerk or NNDC. 
Special Town Council Meeting in February 2007

Nearly 60 people packed into the council chamber to raise their concerns at the closure of the public toilets in Church Street by NNDC, and the proposed disposal of the site for development.

RON STEPS DOWN AFTER 28 YEARS SERVICE
Cllr Ron Stone says that three things have regularly featured at meetings – car parking, Spout Hills and the Hempstead Road Industrial Estate.  Ron feels that Holt has been continuously short changed by NNDC since 1972. (This is the year that local government reorganised itself).  He feels that individuals and the business community are to be thanked for “our thriving and successful town and the many volunteers who support the community.” 

FRIENDS GROUP TO START

A Friends Group is being launched at Holt Community Centre on Tuesday 13th March at 7.00 p.m.  The Group will be aimed at encouraging enjoyment, understanding and supporting the “Areas of Quiet Enjoyment”.  The Areas are Spout Hills Common, Little Hills, the Methodist Memorial Garden and the Country Park.   Rob Goodliffe the Countryside Ranger will give a presentation on the Country Park and how he sees the Friends Group developing.

The benefits of membership will be a regular newsletter, invitations to come along to lectures given by specialists in their field and to enjoy social events.  The newsletters will keep people informed about activities of the Friends and contain useful information about the “Quiet Areas”.  Members will also be able to get involved through volunteering with practical projects and activities such as working parties and events.  There will be no membership fee in the first year as the Group has received some initial support funding from the AONB, Rural Community Council and the Holt Area Partnership.
Working parties have already been set up in the Areas and take place the last Saturday morning in each month. (September to April).  Tools are provided, but wear suitable clothing including wellies or protective boots.
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GREAT FIRE COMMEMORATION
We are working towards this event which will be held over the week end 1st May – 5th May 2008 when it will be 300 years since the great fire swept through our town virtually destroying every building.  We are planning a number of events and activities and would welcome your help with the organisation of these. Subject to funding, we hope to install a commemoration board on Shirehall Plain.  There will also be a flower festival and a special service in St Andrews Parish Church on the Sunday afternoon. 
HOLT YOUTH PROJECT

Some of our members have an active involvement with Holt Youth Project.  Our Vice Chairman, Dick Copas is Acting Chairman of the Project. Julie Alford has recently been appointed as Centre Manager and Senior Youth Leader. Opening hours have been significantly increased, and in addition to the twice weekly club nights, the Centre is open on two afternoons from 3.30 to 5.30, and at specified times during the weekends. 
SPOT LIGHT ON JEAN

Jean Corbett Jarvis has been a councillor for over 11 years.  She finds it rewarding and balances it with a number of other voluntary jobs.  Jean also works hard for the St Johns Ambulance.  She helped form the Womens’ Section, became Area Commissioner and then retired after 24 years service.  Jean was awarded the Medal for Serving Officer, Sister of the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem.  Jean helped to collate the “Holt – an Illustrated History” published by Brick Kiln Books in 2004.
MURAL BOARDS PROJECT

Thanks to the many groups and individuals who helped with this task.  Thanks also to our sponsors Structure-flex Limited and to the Rural Community Council who gave us a grant.  The boards were put up in the underpass by Norfolk County Council in June 2006.  “They make the place far more inviting” said one local resident.  
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Holt Youth project’s painting on one of the Mural Boards

Thanks to Cllr Colin Hipperson for looking after them.

It is hoped to start the second underpass in the Spring, once funding has been arranged. If you can help with the project please contact the Town Clerk

WEBSITE RE-LAUNCHED
This year has seen us redesign our website which we will hopefully be live soon.  The site will have links to local organisations and pages with details of minutes, agendas, activities and events.

www.holttown.org

QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS

The Town Council is a regular contributor to the Holt freepapers.  You can read reports of town council meetings and details of our activities in these papers.  Members decided that they would also like to publish an Annual Report so that the community is even better informed about what we do.  Our aim is to achieve the Quality Status accolade which local council’s can receive if they communicate well with their public and are active within the community.  We will also need to have an electoral mandate i.e. enough people to stand for election.  However we are pleased to welcome an average public attendance at our meetings of 12.  Quality status will stand us in good stead for future funding applications and also we hope, with taking over local services.

For further information please contact Di Dann, Town Clerk at the Community Centre, Kerridge Way, Holt, NR25 6DN

Tel 01263 712129

E mail holttown@tiscali.co.uk
www.holttowncouncil.org
Town Council office is open

Monday/Wednesday/Friday

9.00 until midday

The Community Centre can be found on the east side of Budgens Car Park
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