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HOLT TOWN COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT 08/ 09                        March 2009 

Chairman’s report

As I stated last year, three subjects have dominated our Council in recent years – the car park, church street toilets and affordable homes for our young people. There has been movement on all these and many other things that have happened this year which I will list under separate headings.

Thornage Road Car Park. Despite being passed by District Council Planners, there have been further objections and it is now subject to a traffic assessment by the County Council.  We hope this can be resolved quickly as the need for the facility is becoming more and more urgent to keep the prosperity of the town and the many jobs that go with it.  Church Street Toilets.  The Town Council is in discussions with the District Council to purchase the site at  community value.    If successful, the intention is to reopen the toilets as soon as possible and then move to a project for a community building with amongst other things, a museum / archive area, which the town has wanted for a long time, and new toilets.  I would like to state that we will not be able to purchase the site at community value to just re-open the toilets and this is why we have done a Feasibility Study and now a Business Plan for a community building for this site.  Local Development Framework (LDF).  Sites recommended for approval are the triangle of land at the end of the Cromer Road and the large site south of the bypass which offers a larger industrial site and we believe a suitable site for affordable housing both to rent and buy.  There is also the possibility of a filling station.  The Great Fire of Holt.  On May 1st 2008 we celebrated three hundred years since the fire occurred with many dressing up in Georgian dress.  We enjoyed the many things arranged for the four days, cumulating in a Civic Service in the Church attended by the Bishop of Norwich. I think it’s fair to say that it was one of the best things put on in Holt for many years.  Spout Hills.  Work continues under the guidance of Dr Tony Leech and Sarah Price of Norfolk County Council with their volunteers on the last Saturday of each month. This year has seen the replacement of the broken bridge which has already become very useful to get tractors to the other side of the stream, and our thanks go to Holt & District Round Table who funded this.  A gate and fencing has also been installed off the Letheringsett Hill Car Park entrance to secure the site. Quality Council.  It’s very pleasing that we have been awarded Quality Council Status, it shows that this Council is run correctly and we hope it will open new avenues of funding. Holt Planning Group. This is a group of people from all walks of life looking to the future of Holt and how it can be enhanced.  We have attended an excellent presentation by urban practitioners who had many ideas.  This group is chaired by Cllr Rhu Bruce Lockhart and reports back to the Town Council. Unfortunately much of this can not be done until we have a new car park. Litter picking.  We have held two litter picks in the year and this has certainly cleaned up areas where our excellent street cleaner does not cover and has been well supported by the public.  Our next litter pick is Tuesday 31st March. 

I would like to thank our Clerk, Di Dann for all her hard work she has put in this year especially to attain Quality Council Status, and my Vice Chairman John Allison for all his support to make this a constructive and successful year.                           

                                                                                 Cllr Bryan Payne,  Chairman Holt Town Council
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Monday 30th March, 2009 7.00 p.m. 

Community Centre

Sarah Blunden 

“The work of the Holt CAB”

First Holt Annual Awards

Questions to Councillors

Refreshments

All welcome
Reviewing our Great Fire celebration week end in May 2008

We had a full programme of events over the May Bank Holiday week end helped along by glorious warm sunshine.  The Flower Festival made nearly £1500 money which was divided between the Church and the Town Council to allocate to good causes in the Town. We now have a wonderful Commemoration Board on Shirehall Plain thanks to a great deal of help from the Holt Society. There was also  a Civic Service in the Church on the Sunday, attended by the Bishop of Norwich. Church Street was closed on the Saturday for a street fayre, games, maypole dancing, a craft fayre and a hog roast were some of the activities which took place – all the fun of the eighteenth century street! We also had a historical display in the Community Centre on the Saturday and Sunday.  Old Fire engines, and the Bittern DX Group all added to the busy and enjoyable five day event.
Dressing up in Georgian costume for the Great fire event was the norm!
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Town postcards

To mark the Great Fire Celebrations we printed commemorative postcards from a picture of Holt c 1700 painted by Mick Bensley.  Postcards are available from the Holt Bookshop in Appleyard or the Town Council Office at the Community Centre.

Income and Expenditure 08/09

Our main source of income is the precept – a very small part of the money which North Norfolk District Council charges householders as council tax.  In the year 2008 – 09 this has totalled £64000.  Our other sources of income come from our cemeteries (although running costs exceed income), income from the permits issued from the Letheringsett Hill car park,  grants we have raised and sponsorship.  For 2008/09 our salaries and administration costs will account for 40% of our expenditure. This was in part due to the £1600 cost of the election which we had to have in August 2008.  We will spend £8500 on our street lights split between maintenance and energy costs for the 106 lights that we have.  We maintain several Open Space areas including the Memorial Garden, Cemetery, and the King George V Playing Field.  We employ a contractor to look after these sites for us and the maintenance costs for these areas during this year are likely to be in the region of £13500. Spout Hills is managed, with support from Norfolk County Council, and we have a small income from the Countryside Stewardship.  We were pleased that our Great Fire leaflets was sponsored by some of our town businesses and a further article was generously sponsored by Smith & Pinching and the Digital Phone Company.  Our thanks also to Byfords for giving us the proceeds from their Bottle Bank recycling income, which we use towards the upkeep costs of our Mural Boards. 

Church Street Public Toilets

The Town Council has continued in its efforts to secure this site from North Norfolk District Council for the community.  We undertook a Feasibility Study about the site in the Summer of 2008.  The outcome of the Study shows  that there is a need for a second toilet in the east end of the town. If we can secure the site from the District Council we will re-open the toilets as soon as possible. We will also possibly erect a small building on the site together with modern toilet facilities. We have recently written a Business Plan concerning the value and importance of the site for our community.
The toilets were closed by the District Council in September 2005 and we are very concerned that this issue has taken so long to resolve.  We appreciate the support the community gave in its opposition to the District Council’s own  planning application to erect a dwelling on the site.  
Quality Council

We were pleased to welcome our Quality Status in December 2008. We hope that this will be recognised by the District and County and possibly help us generate grant income and take over certain functions from the higher tiered councils.

OUR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE PLANNING PROCESS

Our planning involvement is two fold.  Firstly, there are planning applications which we receive from the District Council. This is what is called Development Control. We are consultees on applications. We present our view to NNDC based on local information; material consideration; and planning policy.  We are asked to reply to NNDC with our views within 21 days of receiving that application.  NNDC will always advertise the planning application on the site.  Secondly, there is what is called “Forward Planning.”  This means the plans for our district for the next 20 years.  Those plans not only guide numbers of properties to be built and areas where industry and housing may be built but also policies.  Again this is a function of the District Council and we are consultees in this process.  It is what is called the Local Development Framework (LDF).   There are many other documents which make up the LDF beside site specifics and policies. For our coastal area, the coastal strategy is also another important part of the LDF. The Eastern Region Assembly based in Cambridge determined the amount of housing we can have in our area.  The Eastern Region is the area from the north of London to North Norfolk.

For further information on the LDF go to www.northnorfolk.org/ldf
Our Budget for 2009

At our Autumn Budget meeting we agreed to put up our precept to give us the funds to open the Church Street toilets.  Our precept also  allowed us to maintain our reserves for upkeep of the War Memorial, an extension of the cemetery and renewals of the street lights.   

How your Council works for you

There are 13 members on our council.  We meet on the second Monday of each month at 7.00 p.m. in the Community Centre. Dates and agendas of meetings are advertised on the council notice boards and website.  There is also a public participation time. Our meetings follow a format and the agenda includes:

· Questions from the public 

· Chairman’s report

· Reports from County and District Councillors and Police and other community groups

· Items of local interest

· Planning applications

· Approval of expenditure items

Our present  town councillors are:

Cllr John Allison 51 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6EX (Vice-Chairman) Tel 01263 713388

Cllr John Blyth 4 Kelling Close, Holt, NR25 6RU  Tel 01263 712530

Cllr Martin Batey, 8 The Close, Holt, NR25 6DD Tel 01263 710190

Cllr Rhu Bruce Lockhart, Lambert House, Thornage, Holt, NR25 7QF Tel 01263 861201

Cllr Jean Corbett-Jarvis, 20 Valley Lane, Holt, NR25 6SF Tel 01263 713509

Cllr Jacquie Cunliffe, 31 Charles Road, Holt, NR25 6DA Tel 01263 712895

Cllr Colin Hipperson, 7 Kings Road, Holt, NR25 6DB Tel 01263 712399

Cllr Ray Moore, 9 Williams Way, Holt, NR25 6PB  Tel 01263 713804

Cllr Bryan Payne. Prospect House, 28 New Street, Holt, NR25 6JH  (Chairman)

Tel 01263 712167 

Cllr Maggie Prior, Warborough West, Reading Room Loke, Kelling, Holt NR25 7HA Tel 01263 588017

Cllr Barrie Roberts, 12 Arnott Road, Holt,NR25 6EP Tel 01263 713631

Cllr Liz Traynier, 45 Cromer Road, Holt, NR25 6EX Tel 01263 713102

Cllr Andy Turner, 32a Station Road, Holt, NR25 6BS Tel 01263 712905

Town Council meetings 

 second Monday in the Month

at 7.00 p.m.

 Public are warmly invited and there is an opportunity for public participation

Elections held in 2008

Following the resignations of Howard Heathfield, Philip High, and Martin Jolliffe we had over 10 names request an election.  This was held  in August 2008.  And our news councillors elected were Cllr Batey, Cllr  Bruce Lockhart and Cllr Prior. Ordinarily the elections are every 4 years, and our next full term election will be in May 2011.

Annual Litter Pick
We are planning our Annual Litter Pick on  Tuesday 31st March, 2009.      We do hope that as many people as possible in the community will help.  We can provide litter picks and sacks.  Just turn up at the Community Centre at 6.00 p.m. or telephone the office to receive information on the best route you can take.  Your help will be greatly appreciated in this annual event.

Chairman of the Council Bryan Payne, his wife Glynis and Cllr Andy Turner prepare for the big tidy up!
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