HOLT TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING OF THE SPOUT HILLS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Spout Hills Committee Meeting held on Monday 22nd September 2008 at Holt Community Centre

PRESENT:    Cllrs Allison (Chairman), Corbett Jarvis, Hipperson, Payne.

Fiona Joliffe, Tony Leech, George Rudd. 

Town Clerk Di Dann

In attendance:  1 member of the public.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

On a proposal by Tony seconded by Cllr Hipperson members AGREED that Cllr J Allison should be the Chairman.

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

On a proposal by Cllr B Payne seconded by Cllr Hipperson members AGREED that Tony Leech should be Vice Chairman.

3. RECEIVE APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Sarah Price, NCC Countryside Officer.  Sarah had advised that Monday evenings were difficult for her. Apologies had also been received from P High and J Jarvis.  Members noted that 5 ex officio members had been approved by the Town Council.  Philip High would be asked if he would like to take the place of John.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Fiona declared an interest as a member of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust and the CPRE.

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th APRIL 2008.
It was noted that these had been approved by the Town Council at a meeting held on 14th April. On a proposal by Cllr Hipperson seconded by Cllr Payne it was AGREED that the minutes were signed.

The meeting was closed at 7.15 p.m. for Public Participation
Following matter raised by L Jackson, the possible removal of trees on Little Hills was discussed. It was noted that these provided screening.  Tony would like to involve the Holt Youth Project with bramble removal.  Members would walk around the site prior to the next working party to agree the areas of bramble which needed to be removed.
The meeting resumed at 7.30 p.m.

6.  COMPLETION OF BRIDGE

It was noted that the gravel on the surface of the bridge had not been laid and a reduction of the account to allow for this would be made. Fiona had concerns at the size of the conduit, and possible dangers to young children.  A letter had been received from Father Howard expressing the same concerns.  A reply would be forwarded giving him assurances. There was a concern that possibly there was a need now to leave the site alone, for fear of manipulation. The matter would be monitored. The matter of the additional £300 cost for the bridge, due to delays arising from objections was noted.  

7.  ONGOING WORKS

It was noted that Sarah had forwarded a work plan (refer attached), which would supersede that presented by Tony 6 months ago.  This was accepted subject to the 3 oaks on the slope to the footpath and the individual oak in the centre of the meadow being retained for the moment.  Work concerning the Valley and the Pond would be discussed on site prior to the next working party.  Working parties would continue on a monthly basis. 

8. OTHER MATTERS

8.1  Benassi 

The Benassi could be used by the Lowes Trustees subject to Lowes meeting costs of any repairs arising from their use and a percentage of the maintenance costs arising from their use. It must only be used by someone trained in its use.  It was hoped that the Holt Youth Project would also be able to make use of the Benassi on Little Hills.  
8.2  Vandalism of bench

George would repair the bench and replace as existing.

There being no further items for discussion the meeting closed at 9.15.pm.

……………………………                                ………………

Chairman                                                        Date 

