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HOLT TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING OF THE SPOUT HILLS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Spout Hills Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 16th March 2010 at Holt Community Centre

PRESENT:    Cllrs Allison (Chairman), Tony Leech (vice Chairman), Cllrs Hipperson and Payne.  Lynne Jackson, John Jarvis, Fiona Jolliffe, George Rudd.

NNDCllr P High, Sarah Price (NCC Countryside Officer).

Town Clerk Di Dann

1 member of the public

1. APOLOGIES 
There were no apologies.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Fiona Joliffe declared an interest as a member of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust and CPRE.

3.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22nd SEPTEMBER, 2009 

On a PROPOSAL by George Rudd SECONDED by Cllr Hipperson the minutes were AGREED and signed. 

Matters arising (for information only) 

Item 5 Trees   Ring barked Trees.  Noted that Lynn, as previously agreed,  would be tidying trees which had been felled by NCC and removing timber when the weather was improved.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

4.  REVIEWING WORKS DURING WINTER and PLANNING for the NXT SIX MONTHS

Tony had divided this into 6 areas:-
4.1  Town Meadow
Blackthorn had been removed.  Further might be removed if it was felt to be of benefit.  It was noted that no further scrub work would be undertaken after the end of March.  David Coslett, who had a spray license, would be on site in March.  Volunteers would put in markers for path deviation for cutting.  This would encourage harebells Some docks would be removed later in the summer.
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4.2  Railway Meadow

There had been insufficient time to work in this area and it would now be left until the autumn. Sarah advised that this was a Lowland Heath area (H3) in the CSS agreement and cuttings should be collected.  Sarah would ask Kevin to cut at the end of the year, and to shift the cuttings to a designated area.

4.3  Holly Hill  

Lynne would undertake work as last year.  Some docks would be spot sprayed

4.4 Broom Area

Some tree branches had come down and the area could be tidied.

4.5  Wet Valley Bottom

Further bracken pulling could be undertaken. It was important not to cut bracken as flowers underneath may be damaged. Bracken could be cleared down to the Letheringsett Hill gate area.
There was discussion concerning the barbed wire fence and the brick soakaway built in the corner of this area.  It was AGREED that the Town Clerk would contact Mr Neech concerning this.
4.6  The Ponds

Some material had been taken out in the Winter and this would be reviewed next Winter.  Tony had identified New Zealand Pygmy weed, non native species introduced.  Removal should be undertaken with extreme caution to avoid regrowth in other areas.   There would be a site discussion on the bracken near to the bench adjacent to the pond.  A tree had fallen onto the brick container housing the spring and George would tackle this with his chain saw.  

There was discussion on installing a membrane in the Pond with a concrete base, possibly cost £6500. This discussion arose because the pond level was noted as being low. Water was running out at the bottom end. Tony explained the work that he had undertaken in 1978 where by the pond had been drained and a metal pipe put at the bottom, but no concrete base had been installed. The level of the pond would be monitored over the Summer period.

5.  LITTLE HILLS

Tony had arranged for HYP to undertake some bramble clearance which would then be burnt.  It was AGREED that the Town Clerk, through Cllr High, would make contact with Kerys Matthews one of the Tree Officers at NNDC to ask for recommendations concerning the sapling growth on the site.
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The Town Clerk was also asked to make contact with R G Carter concerning the wall ownership, further Ann Tompson or Mr Benbow may know who owned the wall running adjacent to the footpath.

6.  OTHER MATTERS
7.1  Letter received from Tony concerning the blocks

The Chairman read out a letter he had received from Tony concerning the placing of blocks on the bank.  Tony had felt that this should have had the opportunity of discussion.  It was noted that this had been a quorate decision made on site. Sarah felt that future operating decisions might require consideration by a fair representation (in addition to the quorum).

7.2  Bushes across the Stream – this would be reviewed by the next working party.

7.3 Litter on site – Sarah raised some concern. The Town Clerk advised that the Contractors undertook litter picks when visiting for cutting as well as the Town Clerk.  Sarah had concerns about the pipe accumulating litter. The matter would be monitored. 

7.   NEXT MEETING DATE

This was AGREED as Tuesday 21st September.

………………………………………                      ………………………………                                                                                                                            

Chairman                                                             Date                                                                                                                                                         


