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HOLT TOWN COUNCIL

MEETING OF THE SPOUT HILLS COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Spout Hills Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 22nd September, 2009 at Holt Community Centre

PRESENT:    Cllrs Allison (Chairman), Hipperson and Payne.

Lynne Jackson, Fiona Jolliffe, George Rudd.

NNDCllr P High, Sarah Price (NCC Countryside Officer).

Town Clerk Di Dann

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

On a proposal by Cllr Hipperson seconded by Councillor High Cllr Allison was elected Chairman for the ensuing year.

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

On a proposal by Cllr Payne seconded by Fiona Jolliffe was elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.

3. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Tony Leech (Vice Chairman).
John Jarvis none attendance noted.
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Fiona Joliffe declared an interest as a member of the Norfolk Wildlife Trust and CPRE.

5.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24th March, 2009 

On a PROPOSAL by Cllr Hipperson SECONDED by Cllr Payne the minutes were AGREED and signed. 

Noted Jean Corbett Jarvis name to be deleted from the circulation list

Fiona asked for feedback on matters arising from Town Council Meetings and it was noted that Council Minutes were put on the website the month following the meeting.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no members of the public in attendance.
6.  TREES ON THE SITE

It was noted that three ring barked treed had been reduced.  Sarah would ask a tree surgeon to reduce a fourth identified ring barked sycamore tree.
The Town council had arranged a tree inspection and subsequent tree reduction on an ash near to the Letheringsett Hill entrance.
7.  WORK PLAN FOR OCTOBER – MARCH 2010  (refer attached)
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The plan was discussed in detail and agreed subject to certain points being considered on site by a Working Party:

Pond.  Working Party to discuss whether to clear more.
Small Pond.  Sarah suggested that willow herb was pulled when in flower.

Stream. Noted that NCC contractors would be cutting either side.  NCC would investigate possible blockage on the southerly side. Plaque on bridge to be left for ime being.
Wet Valley.  Problem of needing an ATV noted and DD would let Sarah have North Norfolk Machinery contact details for possible hire.  Sarah would let the Town Clerk have the dates of the school and NCC volunteers working party. Sarah would investigate the spraying of bracken.

Town Meadow.  A selective week killer to be used on the docks.

Railway Meadow.  Working Party to agree which small trees should be removed.  Sarah advised that it was only work in the Stewardship Agreement should be undertaken to avoid losing CS payment.  i.e. cutting should only take place between November and March . This was noted.

Open Area beyond Broom.  Noted

Broom thicket.  Working Party to discuss removal/clearance.

Dry open slopes. In addition it was agreed that docks (apart from one patch) should be sprayed.  

Approach from car park to pond.  Noted

Dry woods on slopes and hilltops.  Notes

Trees. Noted that the trees had now been sculptured and a full inspection of all the site including the Car Park had taken place. No other problems had been reported by the Tree surgeon.
8.  OTHER MATTERS

a)  Fence.

 A barbed wire fence erected on the Common side from the Letheringsett Hill gate and running along the boundary of the Old Holt Rectory was noted and would be inspected by the Working Party.  The pedestrian gate would not be replaced/repaired.
b) Award ceremonies  

Noted that community work by the FrOGS on site had received a commendation at the recent Felbrigg Green Build event

Noted that the NORFOLK Bio-diversity awards would take place in Norwich on Thursday and members had been asked to attend.  Cllr Allison, Tony Leech, George Rudd and Jean Corbett Jarvis and Julia Waters would attend.
c)  Apple Tree from the Felbrigg Award.  
It was AGREED that HYP should receive the tree for planting along their boundary.  Cllr P High would see if this could be substituted for a nut tree

d) Pipe

The pipe was a feature on the site and would remain but would be regularly inspected.
e)  Servicing of the cutting equipment

Mower recently serviced was dragging and the Clerk was asked to contact North Norfolk Machinery
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The Benassi, being used less intensively, would not be serviced this year.

f) Little Hills
It was hoped that some work on the site could take place during the Winter as brambles and scrub growth were prevalent.  The Town Clerk would contact Kerys the Tree Officer at NNDC for further advice.
g)  Meeting with the owner of the Old Rectory.  

It was noted that Mr Neech had not attended but minutes of the meeting would be sent.

9.  NEXT MEETING DATE
     The date was AGREED as Tuesday 16th March, 2010.
………………………………………                                                                                                                         

Chairman                                                                                                                                                                                              
Date
